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"Of Great Worth is a terrific love story, steeped in reality, and grounded in the truth.  That truth?  

Feelings will come and go, and running away won’t do anything to help bring them back.  

Unconditional love and making the effort are what starts the sparks flying again.  Anne Ferrell 

Tata has done a tremendous job of reminding us all not to get too busy to pay attention to what 

really matters.”  

--Carolyn Castleberry 
Author, It’s About Time: 10 Smart Strategies To Avoid Time Traps and Invest Yourself Where It 

Matters 

Of Great Worth 

By Anne Ferrell Tata 

_____________________________________________________________ 

It would probably be no stretch to say that every

marriage goes through some rough spots, long spells 

where the fireworks are quiet, and the fire seems to 

have gone out. These treks through the valleys can be 

dangerous times for couples. In a world where many 

have given up on the institution of marriage entirely 

and half end in divorce, it would be safe to say that 

many are not successfully navigating through the 

troubled times and arriving safely to the other side.   

Avery Fletcher found herself in just such a place, deep 

in the valley. Her husband, Richard, was a busy 

attorney who worked long hours and justified his 

emotional absence that she felt every evening when he 

returned home from his exceedingly long and grueling 

days at the office. Gone were the heady romantic days 

when he would send flowers and call a few times a day 

just to say that he was thinking about her. These days, she felt put upon and ignored, and 

the joy of being married to Richard was long gone. 

Her weekly lunch meetings with her 3 close female friends, The Committee, were no 

help. She appreciated their friendship, but sometimes their cynicism left her cold. They 

were friends, but she was still hesitant to tell this group that there was definitely 
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something wrong in her marriage to Richard, and that she even found herself 

daydreaming about escape, and worse. 

Anyone looking in from the outside would think that Avery and her friends had nothing 

to complain about. They were prosperous and active in their communities. They lived in 

nice homes and drove nice cars. They were married to successful men. So, why was one a 

closet alcoholic, and the others all struggling so to find real happiness?   

Vulnerable, Avery decides to retreat from the relative safety of Virginia Beach to New 

York City to commiserate with her best friend Lexie, a single supermodel living the 

glamorous Manhattan single life.  

As often happens when we are vulnerable, trouble appears. This time it’s in the form of a 

wealthy and charming business owner and friend of Lexie’s who is immediately drawn to 

Avery in every way. He begins a romantic onslaught that she finds hard to resist. His 

personal magnetism, his private jet, and all the trappings of wealth begin to pull her away 

from her husband and two beloved children. 

Her choice? To take the train home to her husband and figure out how to fix the 

formidable issues that they face. Or, to take the plane, and fly away with Giovanni 

La’Rocca, taking her baggage with her to an unknown destination.  

Will she stay and fight to save her family? Or, will she run away? 
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About Anne Ferrell Tata

Anne Ferrell Tata is on a mission. Her calling in life was sown in the seeds of her own 

marital struggles and the answers she found while, with God’s help, winning the battles 

she faced.  Now, she wants to share what she has learned with others who may not even 

understand all that they are dealing with, much less how to fix it. She’s been there, and 

she knows the truth about how healing in relationships really happen. “It only happens 

when we focus on Jesus, and get back to our First Love,” she says. “I learned a long time 

ago that I’m not the answer, and the church is not the answer. And, I’m not saying that 

great friendships and counselors and good churches are not important. But I am saying 

that loving Jesus more than anything is THE answer, the place you start, and if you do 

that, it changes everything.” 

Born in Walter Reed Hospital in Washington DC to an Army Chaplain father and a 

school teacher mom, Anne Ferrell and her 5 siblings moved often throughout her 

formative years. “We moved every single year of my grade school,” she says. “My mom, 

who is still one of my mentors and go-to people in my life, was so upbeat and excited 

about moving to new places and meeting new people. She didn’t see it as a negative, she 

embraced it. I learned a lot from my mother about how our attitudes are really important 

in coping with change.” 

After graduating high school in Florida, Anne Ferrell would attend Florida State and get a 

degree in communications. “I’ve always been a story teller and an observer,” she says, 

“and so communications made sense.” After college, she embarked on a successful career 

in pharmaceutical sales, got married, and started a family. 

Along the way, she kept a journal and found solace in writing down her thoughts and 

chronicling her frustrations and joys. Many of the ideas and plot lines for Of Great Worth 

sprung from those journals, and the story closely resembles her own sometime broken 

road to what today is a very happy and strong marriage.  

Anne Ferrell lives in Virginia Beach with her husband Bob. They have 4 children; 

Peyton, Carter, Riley, and Robert. She currently works for KLOVE/Air1 Christian Radio 
Network.  She is a host for TBN’s Joy In Our Town.  She is a frequent content 
contributor for myCBN App and CBN.com.

Speaking engagement podcast links: https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/anne-ferrell-tata/

id661975507  
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AN EXCERPT FROM “Of Great Worth” 

Was she running away? Perhaps as a child of a military officer, running away became one’s way 

of life. Of course, in the military, one was not actually running away. On the contrary, you were 

merely “advancing your career.” Traipsing across the country, the ocean, and the continents, all in 

the name of Uncle Sam. Avery had actually learned to love that life. 

This time, the running was different. Sure the responsibilities of work, children, marriage, and 

friendships had become more than she could bear lately, and she felt overwhelmed. But was she 

truly running away?  The answer made her shiver. It was more than that. It was Richard’s attitude 

and indifference to her that had driven her to escape. Perhaps she was.  

Richard had been different in the beginning of their relationship. She remembered how thoughtful 

he was when they met in Washington, while they were both working on Capitol Hill. On the first 

date, they stayed up talking until 3:00 in the morning. They marveled at how much they had in 

common- their love of sports, their closeness to their families, and their love of reggae music. He 

would call her office two or three times a day just to say, “I’m thinking of you.”  She remembered 

the spring day he came by unannounced at noon, carrying a basket full of treats. They sat ion a 

park bench and had a picnic, while traffic swirled past them, but they only had eyes for each 

other.  

What had happened to Richard? What had changed him from that thoughtful and romantic 

companion into a self-absorbed, egocentric individual who took her for granted?  

They had possibly neglected each other more than she realized, and now their oneness was slowly 

being overcome by indifference, just as a garden will become invaded by weeds. 



Q & A with Author Anne Ferrell Tata 

OF GREAT WORTH 

Q. Why did you decide to write a book?

A. It actually began with me writing in my journals, a cathartic exercise and a coping

mechanism for me when I was in a deep, dark place. The writing saved me, really. I

didn’t want to tell anyone, I didn’t want to share. Writing became an escape. Eventually I

had a story complete, and I hope it’s valuable to couples out there dealing with the same

issues.

Q. What made you write THIS story in particular?

A. Well, I think anytime someone writes a novel, there is likely to be at least some of the

story that’s drawn from their personal experience. My journals and my journey provided

the fodder for this story.  I felt like I had lived through something that a lot of people go

through, and I wanted to share it in some form, along with the lessons I learned along the

way.

Q. What did your husband think of this story? Was he supportive?

A. Yes, in fact, he was more than supportive. He encouraged me to write this story,

knowing it was based on our trials and tribulations that we conquered, with God’s help,

together. One of my favorite moments in the whole process was when Bob was reading

the book and he was getting close to the end. I was trying hard not to bother him while he

read, but I, of course, was dying to know what he was thinking. I’ll never forget how he

read the last few pages with tears in his eyes. It doesn’t get any better than that.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish with this book and your work?

A. I just believe that we are living among broken, sad, and hurting people, and nothing

gives me greater joy than telling them that it doesn’t have to be like this. There is such a

better way!




